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Message from Co-Headteacher, Margaret Barrington 

Last week the whole school thought about friendships and relationships 

through the Anti-Bullying Week programme which this year was called “Reach 

Out”. Following on from this work, we are undertaking the new programme 

from the Anti-Bullying Alliance which is called “United Against Bullying”.  

Over the year, we will continue to look at how our whole school community 

can support each other to make positive choices when upsets, arguments or        

relationship conflicts occur. As the project unfolds we will send out more       

information. 

A huge thank you to all those “Christmas Elves” who helped 

put up the decorations last Friday. Our school looks amazing 

and the children were absolutely thrilled to see the school 

looking so festive. We look forward to seeing everyone at 

the Fair from 11am on Saturday, 26th November! 

What Parents Need to Know about How to Combat Online Bullying 

Defined as “ongoing hurtful behaviour towards someone online”, cyber-

bullying makes its victims feel upset, uncomfortable and unsafe. In the digital 

world, it has numerous forms – such as hurtful comments on a person’s posts 

or profile; deliberately leaving them out of group chats; sharing embarrassing 

images or videos of someone; or spreading gossip about them. Cyber-bullying can          

severely impact a young person’s mental health so, in support of Anti-Bullying Week, the 

National Online Safety Hub has provided a list of tips to help trusted adults know what to 

look for and how to respond to it. In the attached guide, you'll find tips such as playing 

online games with your child, talking about your child’s online life and being prepared to 

listen without showing any judgement or criticism. Last week the whole school thought 

about friendships and relationships through the Anti-Bullying Week programme which this 

year was called “Reach Out”.  
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London Youth Games Cross Country U11 report 

Grand Avenue had three children representing Kingston in the 

London Youth Games, which itself is an amazing achievement! 

Our pupils were competing against the best runners across all 

the London boroughs on a very tricky, muddy and hilly course!  

Jack N 6C and Thomas C 5J were the first boys ever to be      

selected to represent Kingston from this school in Cross    

Country. An amazing achievement!  Alana G 6D came 6th out 

of 193 competitors and helped Kingston under 11 girls win the 

London Youth Games, again a first for Grand Avenue. 

What fantastic results. Everyone at Grand Avenue is immensely proud of all your      

achievements! Keep it up!                                                                                Rob Tagg  

Aksheka 4A came 

first and received a 

gold badge from 

Kingston Festival of 

the Performing Arts 

for “Verse (set poet)” 

last Saturday. She loves to share her 

happy moments with our school 

community. Well done, Aksheka! 

Class Rep Communication on 

WhatsApp 

Clear communication between home and school 

is a priority for us all. Whilst Grand Avenue 

keeps you informed by email, this newsletter, 

our website and teacher conversations, you may 

not be aware that each class has a WhatsApp 

group which is set up by our wonderful  

GASPA Class Reps. This is a quick and effective 

way of sharing information,  asking questions 

and for reminders. There is no obligation to do 

so, but if you would like to be added to your 

class WhatsApp group please contact              

Emma Fisher on 07740651361. 

Please note that we ask that any matters        

relating to your child’s learning or well-being 

are directed to school staff via the Office. 

Looking for Swimming Lessons in 
the Spring Term?  

See attached flyers.  
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Thank you to       
everyone who 
attended our          
recent workshop on 
Reading volunteers.  

We hope you found it useful. If you could 
not attend and would like to find out 
more the Powerpoint presentation is 
attached to this newsletter (and available 
under Curriculum Resources online).  

A huge thankyou to those volunteers who 
already come into school and help        
support with reading. It really does make 
a difference.  

If you would like to come into school and 
help with reading, please do contact Ms 
McKenna via our school email. A DBS and  
brief induction can be organised.  

Remember we need reading volunteers 
throughout school and you do not have 
to read with children from your child's 
class. We look forward to welcoming 
you into school.  

What Parents Need to Know about TikTok: A guide for parents 
Around an eighth of the world’s population use TikTok. Consider the scale 
of that reach, and that the app’s demographic is heavily skewed towards 
younger people – with almost half (41%) of those users aged 16–24.    
TikTok itself advises a minimum age of 13 to access the platform (with 
certain features for over-18s only), but reports suggest that some         
children as young as 10 use it. 

Given the youthfulness of its user-base, TikTok has faced numerous age-related            
challenges such as inappropriate content in videos, in-app purchasing and children being 
contacted by strangers on the platform. Updated for 2022, the attached guide tells     
trusted adults everything they need to know to help young people stay safe on TikTok. 

Grand Avenue  
Primary have 
again been  
awarded the  
Platinum Award 
for our commitment and provision of PE 
at our school! 

We were the first school in the borough 
to be awarded this prestigious award   
several years ago, and now with only 6 
schools being awarded Platinum, it is a 
fantastic achievement.  

The School Games Mark is a government 
led awards scheme launched in 2012 to 
reward schools for their commitment to 
the development of competition across 
their school and into the community.  

This award would not be possible with-
out the commitment of the office staff, 
teachers and of course all the 
parent/carer helpers who help transport 
and support our pupils to every event.  

Congratulations everyone! 
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Dates for your Diary 

Mon, 28th Nov  GASPA Wreath Workshop Fundraiser 

Tues, 29th Nov Y3 Butser Ancient Farm Trip 

Tues, 29th Nov Y2 Visit to Emmanuel Church 

Wed, 30th  Nov  Bag2School Collection  

Wed, 30th Nov   GASPA Secret Room (30/11/-9/12) 

Thurs, 1st Dec 
Grand 
Singers 

John Lewis Kingston at 11am 

Thurs, 1st Dec 5W Trumpet Performance @ 2.30pm 

Fri, 2nd Dec RBF Visit to Tolworth Library 

Mon, 5th Dec  Y6 BikeAbility Courses start 

Mon, 5th Dec 5J Djembe Performance @ 2.30pm 

Wed, 7th Dec Y1 
Christmas Assemblies @ 9.30am & 
1.45pm 

Thurs, 8th Dec 1R Visit to Tolworth Library 

Thurs, 8th Dec RBB 2.30pm: Nativity  

Thurs, 8th Dec Y5 Science Museum Trip 

Thurs, 8th Dec Y2/3 9.30am:  “The Grinch” 

Fri, 9th Dec Y2/3 1.45pm: “The Grinch” 

Fri, 9th Dec Nursery 
Festive Sing-a-longs @ 11am & 
2.30pm 

Fri, 9th Dec  Christmas Jumper Day  

Fri, 9th Dec RBB, 1H Visit to Tolworth Library 

Mon, 12th Dec RBF 2.30pm: Nativity 

Tues, 13th Dec All Christmas Lunch in school  

Tues, 13th Dec Invited Y3-6 Winter Music Concert @ 6pm 

Wed, 14th Dec RL 2.30pm: Nativity 

Wed, 14th Dec Y6 Visit to Army Museum 

Thurs, 15th Dec Y4 Rose Theatre Trip 

Thurs, 15th Dec 5M Ukulele Performance @ 2.30pm 

Fri, 16th Dec  
Autumn Term: Early Closing (see 
Panel opposite for details) 
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Please  
log onto the School      

Gateway  
to pay any outstanding 

fees. Thank you 
Y1-Y6 - Swim Fees 

Y6 Poppies & Drama 
W/shop 

Y1/Y4 Diwali Workshop 
Y5 Science Museum Trip 

Y3 Butser Farm Trip 
Y6 The Army Museum 
Y6 Windmill Hill (2023) 

 

School will close 
early on Friday, 16th 

December 
 

Years R, 1 & 
2:  1.15pm 

Year 3:  1.25pm 
Year 4:  1.30pm 

Year 5 & 6: 1.25pm. 
 

Nursery will close at 
1.25pm. 

 
Children booked to  

attend the After 
School Club will go 
straight from their 

class to the club at the 
earlier time.  

ASC will close at 
5pm. 
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